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Urban  District  of  Dodworth. 


DODWORTH, 

April,  1921. 

Grntlhmrn, — 

The  population  of  Dodworth  at  1901  census  was 
3.022  — 1911  census  3284.  The  estimated  population 
for  1920  is  3337. 

In  1901  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  620, 
an  average  of  5 persons  per  house.  The  number  of 
houses  occupied  at  the  end  of  1907  was  688.  The 
number  at  the  end  of  1920  was  691. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Dodworth  is 
1,917  acres. 

The  height  of  Dodworth  above  sea  level  at  the  top 
of  Barnsley  Road  is  455  feet,  and  at  the  bottom  of 
Dodworth  is  409  feet.  The  general  slope  of  the  village 
is  towards  the  south-east.  The  soil  has  nearly  every- 
where a clay  basis,  averaging  3 or  4 feet  thick. 

The  occupation  of  the  Township  is  almost  entirely 
mining,  the  result  of  which  on  the  health  of  the 
population  is  perhaps  a higher  average  of  Bronchitis 
amongst  the  men,  though  the  deaths  from  Phthisis  in 
Dodworth  are  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 
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The  houses  are  nearly  all  cottages,  most  of  which 
are  at  least  four-roomed,  the  majority  having  gardens 
or  allotments  attached. 

The  Water  Supply  is  from  I ngbirch  worth  and 
Midhope  Reservoirs.  1 nghii  chwoi  th  water  follows 
Station  Road,  High  Street,  and  Keresforth  Road,  to  j >in 
the  Midhope  pipes  at  the  bottom  of  Keresfmth  Hill,  so 
that  water  from  either  reservoir  can  he  supplied  to  the 
Township  by  the  same  pipes. 

The  drainage  is  hy  separate  water  carriage  system, 
the  sewers  conveying  the  effluents  from  sinks,  baths,  and 
water  closets,  and  is  in  eveiy  way  adequate.  Surface 
water  is  carried  away  in  separate  pipes. 

The  privies  and  ashpits  are  roofed  to  exclude  rain, 
and  have  sloping  gratings  with  half-inch  spacer  tointt  r- 
cept  cinders,  etc.  According  to  the  model  b)  e-laws 
these  should  be  emptied  weekly. 

The  sink  pipes  are  untrapped  in  many  cases,  and 
this  often  allows  a draught  up  the  pipes,  and  a bad 
smell  from  the  deposit  in  the  pipes,  and  perhaps  to  some 
extent  from  the  gullies  over  which  they  empty. 

The  drains  from  the  houses  have  a diameter  of  4 
and  6 inches,  and  are  trapped  at  the  exit  from  the  gully. 

The  sewers  are  laid  in  the  ground  without  concrete, 
with  cemented  joints,  are  circular  in  shape,  and  have  a 
good  fall.  There  are  over  2^  miles  of  12-inch  sewer, 
and  nearly  2 miles  of  9-inch. 

Manholes  are  placed  for  inspection  of  the  sewers  at 
distances  varying  from  70  to  200  yards. 
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Previous  to  1905  many  complaints  were  made  of 
bail  smells  arising  from  manholes,  but  since  the  erecting 
of  the  ventilating  pipes  in  1905  6 the  nuisance  has  been 
completely  remedied. 

The  Sewage  Farm  is  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
village.  The  sewage  discharges  into  a small  detritus 
well,  from  which  the  accumulated  solids  are  shot  out 
by  valve  and  underdrain.  This  requires  to  be  done 
weekly.  From  the  well  the  effluent  flow's  into  2 large 
settling  tanks,  whence  the  solid  deposit  is  carted  away 
about  once  a month  Thence  the  effluent  fl  >w's  to  a 
series  of  2 filter  tanks  (24  feet  square  by  5 feet  deep), 
over  which  it  is  distributed  by  intersecting  wooden 
troughs  (sprinklers).  It  is  then  intermittently  distributed 
over  the  farm,  and  is  finally  filtered  on  a bed  of  cinders 
before  being  discharged  into  the  Dodworth  stream, 
which  flows  away  to  enter  Woi  sborough  Reservoir  a 
mile  further  down. 

The  sewers  were  first  laid  in  1892-3  with  11  acres 
of  farm,  and  two  (existing)  settling  tanks  on  the  S)Stem 
of  broad  irrigation. 

The  detritus  well  and  two  filtration  tanks  were 
completed  on  March  31st,  19C7. 

The  night  soil  is  dug  out  by  the  Council’s  men 
and  removed  by  local  farmers  for  purposes  of  manure. 

SCHOOLS.  -There  are  3 Schools  in  Dodworth. 

The  Wesleyan  School  has  an  attendance  of  142. 
It  is  heated  by  open  fire  places.  Ventilation  is  by  out- 
lets in  roof,  and  a sloping  glass  frame  in  every  window. 
The  walls  have  no  ventilators.  There  are  7 trough 
water  closets  for  girls,  and  3 for  the  boys. 
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The  attendance  at  the  National  School  is  1 18.  The 
school  is  heated  by  5 lire  places.  Ventilation  is  by 
ventilators  in  walls  and  openings  in  roofs  ; also  5 sloping 
frames  to  windows  in  smallest  (new)  class-room,  2 in 
main  room,  but  n me  in  infants’  (largest)  room.  1 here 
are  10  automatic  ash  closets.  7 of  these  are  defective, 
and  all  are  unsatisfactory.  They  will  soon  he  replaced 
by  W.C.’s. 


The  Largest  School,  a modern  building,  erected  in 
1909,  has  an  attendance  of  365.  Ventilation  is  adequate. 
There  are  13  W.C.’s. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 
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The  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
in  1920  was  12*4.  ^ tCuT  Lf 

The  infantile  deaths  in  Dodworth  were  13. 
The  rate  is  114  per  1,000  births  re^isie’e  l.  The 
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Causes  of  Deaths:  — 

Measles  ...  7 Pneumonia  ..  3 

Diarrhoea  ...  2 Bionchitis  ...  7 

Phthisis  ...  2 Apoplexy  ...  4 
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The  Infant  Department  of  the  Keresforth  Boad 
Council  School  was  closed  two  weeks  on  account  of  an 
epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Dates  of  last  visit  to  these  were  one  seen  in  April, 
1920;  twenty-four  in  September,  one  in  December. 
The  total  number  in  the  District  is  26. 
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Milk  is  sent  away  from  Dodworth  in  wholesa’e 
quantities  from  two  dairies:  Mr  Mosley’s,  Dodworth 
Green;  and  Mr.  Whiteley’s,  Champney  Hill. 

The  Milksellers  have  been  registered  since  February, 
1908.  ♦ 

The  Two  Cowsheds  that  are  smallest  iti  comparison 
with  number  of  cows  have  a cubic  air  space  of*  3,444 
feet  f >r  4 cows,  and  743  feet  for  2 cows.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  suggested  a minimum  air  space 
of  800  cubic  feet  per  head  of  cattle. 

Meat  Inspection,  Factories,  Workshops,  &c. 

All  have  been  inspected,  and  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

All  in  good  order. 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Nuisance  Inspections. 

Total  Number  made  in  1920 — Many. 

Informal  Notices  served — 38. 

Complied  with — 14. 

Statuary  Notices  served — 2. 

No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1919 — 3. 

No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1920 — 24. 

No  of  Nuisances  Reported  in  1920 — 42. 

No.  of  Nuisances  Abated  in  1920 — 21. 

Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Three  cases  were  notified  in  1920.  So  far  all 
cases  have  attended  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in 
Barnsley. 

HOUSING. 

The  health  of  a community  resolves  itself  into  the 
question  of  Housing,  Sanitation,  Ventilation  and 
personal  habits  (cleanliness,  temperance,  &c.),  of  its 
members. 

Perhaps  most  of  our  houses  were  built  long  before 
our  oldest  inhabitant  was  born,  and  in  those  days 
builders  put  up  houses  how  and  where  they  liked,  with 
little  regard  to  light,  ventilation,  sanitation  or  con- 
venience. A large  proportion  of  our  houses  are 
insufficiently  lighted  and  badly  ventilated,  and  are 
damp  and  unhealthy. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  bring  all  the  houses  up- 
to-date.  If  the  science  of  housing  and  practice  of 
sanitation  continue  to  advance  as  they  have  done  in 
the  last  40  years,  a large  proportion  of  the  houses  must 
always  lag  behind  the  times.  There  is  a growing 
opinion  in  the  community  that  insists  that  every  child 
has  the  right  to  be  born  into  a decent  home.  Not  only 
is  there  an  endeavour  to  improve  the  house,  but  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  improve  the  methods  of  caring 
for  the  child.  There  is  great  need  for  improvement  in 
the  houses  in  Dodworth,  and  there  is  great  room  for 
improvement  in  the  care  of  the  infant.  Cleanliness  and 
rational  feeding  mean  life  to  the  babies.  .Medical 
science  is  striving  as  never  before  to  save  and  prolong 
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life  by  prevention  of  sickness,  and  by  checking  the  dis- 
semination of  diseases  It  was  many  yeais  ago  proved 
that  all  the  infectious  diseases  are  caused  by  minute 
forms  of  life  which  pass  from  patient  to  patient,  by  the 
intermediary  of  air,  water,  milk,  fly,  and  flea.  The 
microbe  of  infants  diarrhoea  is  cauied  by  the  house  fly 
from  privy  and  midden  to  the  children’s  food  ; and  by 
doing  away  with  the  privy  midden  and  removing  the 
farm  midden  from  proximity  to  the  house,  we  are  saving 
the  children’s  lives.  Flies  eggs  are  laid  by  the  million, 
and  come  to  maturity  in  the  midden.  Fresh  air  and 
light  and  dryness  destroy  the  germs  of  disease,  and  so 
we  want  houses  that  are  dry  and  light,  and  have  through 
ventilation. 

It  is  difficult  to  set  up  a standard  of  housing.  The 
accommodation  must  vary  with  the  size  of  the  family. 
The  standard  stated  by  the  Local  Government  Board  is 
300  cubic  feet  per  inhabitant  in  bedroom  space.  Then 
there  should  be  a commodious  kitchen  with  scullery. 
Many  houses  in  Dod worth  do  not  conform  to  this 
standard. 

In  Gilroyd  are  22  back-to-back  houses,  which  will 
sooner  or  later  have  to  be  converted  into  through 
houses. 

The  question  of  houses  and  the  preservation  and 
prolongation  of  life  go  hand  in  hand.  The  birth  rate  is 
steadily  diminishing  year  by  year,  and  the  Government 
are  endeavouring  to  counteract  the  loss  by  increasing 
the  average  length  of  life  and  diminishing  the  death 
rate.  The  enforcement  of  the  Notification  of  Births’ 
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Act  and  the  appointment  of  County  Council  Nurses 
have  the  object  of  reducing  infant  mortality,  and  pre- 
serving child  life. 

The  minimum  space  allowed  in  bedrooms  is  300 
cubic  feet  to  each  adult,  and  1 50  cubic  feet  to  each  child. 
Some  bedrooms  in  Dodworth  have  been  found  with  only 
210  cubic  feet  to  each  occupier. 

Deficient  air  space  materially  increases  mortality, 
especially  am  mgst  children  It  has  been  proved  that 
in  one-roomed  houses,  as  compared  with  five-roomed 
houses,  the  m u tahty  of  children  uudei  five  was  in- 
creased four-fold. 

In  Dodworth  there  are  a number  of  houses  each 
with  a bedroom  which  is  entered  by  two  or  three  steps 
down  from  the  upstairs  landing,  ami  which  is  directly 
under  the  roof,  without  under-drawing.  The  roof  slopes 
low  to  the  window,  which  is  small  and  near  the  floor, 
and  usually  gives  little  light  and  insufficient  ventilation. 
These  bedrooms  are  nearly  always  deficient  in  air  space 
n proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  occupying  them, 
and  they  should  be  condemned. 

The  result  of  defective  drainage  and  bad  sanitation 
on  a community  is  general  ill-health,  debility,  anaemia, 
sore  throat,  diarrhoea,  gastritis.  These  conditions  of 
health  predispose  to  almost  all  the  diseases,  and  increase 
their  severity  when  contracted,  though  probably  Small 
Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
never  originate  in  defective  sanitation.  They  must  be 
contracted  from  a previous  case.  Erysipelas  does  seem 
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frequently  to  arise  quite  apart  from  a previous  case, 
and  is  due  to  inoculation  by  a virulent  gei  m of 
inflammation. 

Scat  let  Fever  is  breathed  in  or  taken  in  milk. 
Diphthei  ia  the  same.  Typhoid  Fever  is  probably  always 
taken  into  the  stomach  from  a previous  case,  by  polluted 
di  inking  water,  polluted  shell  fish,  polluted  milk. 

Perfect  Sanitation  would,  I believe,  result  in  the 
complete  abolition  of  Tyhoid  Fever  a sewage  borne 
disease),  diminish  the  number  of  cases  of  most,  if  not 
all  infectious  diseases,  lessen  their  severity,  and  reduce  the 
number  of  cases  of  Phthisis.  1 think  the  most  important 
step  towards  perfect  sanitation  is  the  gradual  abolition 
of  the  Privy  Closets,  unless  it  is  the  improvement  of 
housing  condition  light,  ventilation,  dryness,  bedroom 
and  house  space.  File  number  of  our  Water  Closets  is 
rising,  whilst  the  number  of  privies  is  falling. 

In  Dod worth  there  are  119  W.C.’s,  49  WasteWater 
Closets,  350  Pi  ivies  and  10  Earth  Closets.  Of 
the  two  latter  1 consider  that  in  Dodworth 
the  privies  are  to  be  preferred.  Without  great 
care  and  constant  supervision  the  waste  water 
closets  get  choked  and  are  then  very  noisome. 
In  course  of  our  inspection  w'e  have  frequently  found 
them  not  working,  full  nearly  to  the  top,  and  almost 
unapproachable  for  stench  1 have  had  experience  of 
the  Duckett  Closet  in  my  own  house,  and  found  it  most 
unsatisfactory.  Where  there  are  no  children  these 
closets  may  be  all  right,  but  where  children  have  access 
to  them  they  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  throw  in 
tins  and  rubbish,  which  obstruct  the  mechanism. 
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There  are  examples  in  Dodworth  where  one  closet 
is  provided  for  10,  20  and  even  30  inhabitants. 

In  1920,  in  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I 
visited  over  500  houses,  and  found  more  than  200  of 
them  defective.  Notices  to  owners  have  been  sent  in 
many  cases,  and  numerous  defects  have  already  been 
remedied. 

We  have  commenced  building  36  new  non-parlour 
houses,  to  be  followed  by  the  erection  of  30  houses 
with  parlours. 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909:  — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders — None. 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  -None. 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit — None. 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made — None. 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  Demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders — None. 

I am, 

Yonrs  faithfully, 

ARTHUR  E.  WHITE. 


